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Torrance, California 
August 12, 1958 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a regular 
meeting at 8:00 P. M. Tuesday , August 12, 1958, in the Council Chamber, 
City Hall, Torrance, California. 

Those responding to roll call by Deputy City Clerk Whitacre were: 
COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Benstead, Blount, Bradford, Orale, Jahn, Isen. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN! None. Assistant City Manager D. W. Mansfield 
and City Attorney Remelmeyer were also present. 

At the request of Mayor Isen, David Hath, a visitor from Borrego 
Springs, led the salute to our Flag. 

The Reverend Milton Sippel, of the First Christian Church, opened 
the meeting with an invocation. 

Councilman Jahn moved to approve the Minutes of the Regular Meet
ing held August 5, 1958, as written. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Bradford. 
Councilman Orale said he would abstain from voting until we have 

a clarification of the South Torrance Sewer District No.3. 
Mayor Isen explained that the Minutes are a ~ecord of the pro~eed

ings. 
Councilman Orale did not object to the Minutes, but thought that 

until this matter of the sewer district was clarified, the Council 
should not approve the Minutes. 

Mayor Isen repeated that the Minutes should merely reflect 
accurately what took place during the course of the meeting, and 
whether or not a Councilman agreed with the action, the record was 
simply a report. 

Motion to approve the Minutes of the August 5, 1958, meeting of 
the Council carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL
MEN: Beasley, Benstead, Bradford, Jahn, Isen. NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
None. ABSTAIN: COUNCILMEN: Blount, Orale. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
None. 

Mayor Isen noted that there were a number of people here who 
were interested in the South Torrance Sewer District No.3, on which 
the Council had spent time last week. As a matter of courtesy to them, 
he said the Council was willing to discuss this now. 

Director of Public Works J. V. Russell asked to have the matter 
postponed until the City Engineer arrived at the meeting, as he had 
worked on this and had a report prepared. 

There were no objections, and this was ordered held until Mr. 
Bishop, the City Engineer, joined the meeting. 

Councilman Benstead moved that once the Clerk had given a number 
to, and read the title of, any Resolutions or Ordinances presented 
here tonight, any further reading of them be dispensed with. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Beasley, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 

Councilman Blount called attention to Item L-l on the Agenda, 
a recommendation from the Planning Commission for approval of Case 
No. 513, an application for a Variance. He questioned whether this 
was legally before the Council as the record of Planning Commission 
action indicated that one of the Commissioners had cast his vote by 
means of a letter as he could not attend the meeting of the Commission. 
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President Lynn of the Planning Commission was present, and told 
the Council that the motion for approval of this petition had carried 
by a 4 to 3 vote, and that the vote cast by mail had not been counted; 
if it had been, the vote to approve this would have been 5 to 3. 
The vote had actually not been counted. 

Mayor Isen said this should be brought up as a caution to the 
Commissioners on any City Commission. He did not believe that proxy 
voting was provided for either by any rules or by any provision of 
the Charter, and checked this with the City Attorney. 

The City Attorney agreed that this was true, and that such votes 
cast by mail were not legal. 

Mayor Isen said no such rule is contemplated by the Council. 
A Commissioner, in order to vote on a matter, must be present at the 
meeting when the vote is taken. 

Councilman Blount said he had misunderstood this, and had thought 
the vote had counted. 

At 8:05 P. M., City Engineer Bishop joined the meeting. 

The City Engineer reported to the Council that he had a report 
concerning the South Torrance Sewer District No.3. He had made a 
personal 2-day long field check of the District, and then had ordered 
an instrument check. These had revealed a total of 4 houses out of 
more than 100 which were not properly served. 

Mayor Isen asked what an !instrument check! amounted to, and the 
City Engineer said the check is made using surveying instruments which 
are very accurate; with the field instruments long distances can be 
very closely surveyed. He had ordered this instrument check to be 
sure of the a~curacy of the report and to get the depths of the lots, 
the various distances from the street below the sewer lines to see 
if the lots would slope to the sewer. He had gone from lot to lot 
examining the lots and plans. He had, when there was any doubt, 
marked the doubtful lot on his map, and had the instrument check made. 
The instrument check had revealed that a total of 4 houses - 2 on 
237th and 2 on 238th - were not well served; the total number of lots 
not well served was 9 out of over 160 lots. To correct these situa
tions, the City Engineer recommended that on 238th Street, we 
construct 320 lineal feet of 811 sewer and 1 manhole, at an approximate 
cost of $1320.00; on 237th Street, he recommended we construct 
325 lineal feet of 8" sewer, 335 lineal feet of 6" sewer, and two 
manholes, at a cost of approxaimtely $3502.00. The total cost would 
be approximately $4822.00. 

City Engineer Bishop said the Staff had discussed this, and 
had agreed that the sewer was well built. It should not be assumed 
that the sewer will not give satisfactory service. 

City Engineer Bishop believed the reason for any error exi~ting 
here was the lack of sufficiently trained personnel, at least in a 
large measure. 

The City Engineer referred to the problem of payment for extra .. 
laterals in the cases of Messrs. Adams, Lucas and Dorman; he changed 
his recommendation on these laterals because there is a possibility 
of a misunderstanding having taken place. He suggested the City 
assume the cost of the third lateral in each of these three cases, 
which would cost a total of $240 dollars. He felt this would be . 
fair. 

Councilman Drale asked if the City Engineer was recommending 
that the City pay all of this cost, and City Engineer Bishop said he 
was. The City Engineer said this extra cost would not be inCluded in 
the assessments. 

Councilman Blount asked if this meant that, to get what the 
sewer was designed for, someone had to pay about $5,000 more because 
of the errors made in our Engineering Department. 

The City Engineer said that would have to be paid. 
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In response to a question from Councilman Bradford, the City 
Engineer said in most cases , ~@ had control of the lots and cited 
the Hollywood Riviera Sewer District as an example. 

City EngJ.neer Bishop said he had the surveying company's officials 
in his office toaay . and they simply do not remember whether they were 
given the propeT instructions . His own information is that that they 
were, but they SdY if they brought in wrong material or data we should 
have ordered them out again, and this is true. 

Mayor 1s80 bsksQ if the instructions to them had been written . 
The City Engi~8er said it is customary to gj.ve these instructions 

orally. He felt h.i~; Oepartment in general makes a very good showing. 
They are susceptible to error) but have performed well. 

Councilman Beasley noted tha~ the City Engineer was recommending 
the installat10n of some 8 11 sewer line here, and ask~d if the cost 
could be cut by us~ng 6" line . 

The City Engi.nee:r -chought the 81!line should be used, and gave 
reasons for th5s . 

Councilman DI'al", askFd if the natural topography of the land 
was not taken 1nto consideration. and Mr. Bishop said it had not been 
in this case. It J.S not necessary when the land is above the street. 
He explained that it would have been a great deal more expensive to 
build the seweI' deeper than lt is. 

Councilman Bradford did not agree that to lower this sewer 2' 
would have cost a great deal mere and asked why. 

City Engineb~ Bishop explained that in one place this sewer is 
18' deep. He explained that the cost of sewers increases much faster 
than the depth, and gave the reasons for this In many places this 
sewer is 6 or 7 feet deep , a~d would have required a different machine 
and different handling of the soil to go deeper 

Councilman Bradford felt the contractors have been using us. He 
did not think thj.s cost should increase so quickly. 

Councilman Bradford asked who had made the mistakes the City 
Engineer said had been made. 

City Engineer Bishop said Barclay had made them. 
Councilman Bradfo~d said then Barclay should pay this cost for 

correcting the Dj.strict 
Mr . Pearson, Tep~esenting Barclay Engineering of 343 Hawthorne 

Way, Hawthorne. Cal~fornia, sai.d it was their understanding that their 
survey crew was asked to shoot the center line profiles and nothing 
else. In talking to Mr Bishop. they were supposed to pick up any 
lots which weTe doubtful. This is according to an Engineering Depart
ment employee who j.s on vacation. According to the recollections 
of their party, they WAre supposed to shoot this, and they did. 
From their standpoint, this is not designing the sewer. 

Councilman ;ahn asked if that was what they had billed the 
City for, and Mr . Pearson sald it was , 

Councilman Bradford asked if that was all they were told to dOl 
and Mr. Pearson said it was . 

Councilman Bradford said as far as he was concerned, the fault 
is with the City: if the engineers we~e only asked to shoot the 
center line profi 2.(::;, that would not be the cause of this trouble. 

City Engineer Bishop said he would be amazed if this were true, 
as he was informed ':Jy his designer that he had specifically asked 
the surveyors to p~ck up anything doubtful. 

Councilman Jahn a sKed if they would have to survey everything 
to do that, and City Engj .neer Bishop said yes, except where the lots 
were far above the street . 

Councilman Jahn moved the City expend $5,062.00 to make right 
the sewers jn South To:rrance Sewer District No . 3~ as recommended by 
the City Engineer . 

Motion seconded by Councilman Benstead. 
Mr. LaMoUl', 2066 236th St., acting as spokesman for the people 

in the District! said they a~preciate the attention they have been 
given by the Council. 
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He said this would assure the ~eople that they can use the sewers they 
are paying for. He asked whether the City would be responsible 
if there is further difficulty with the sewers. 

Mayor Isen referred this question to the City Attorney, who 
said that was difficult to answer. If the trouble were any problem 
of design, it might be the case. 

Mr. LaMour felt the solution was the best which could be asked. 
He said one gentleman had a question about a charge for check valves 
to the homes which are lower than the sewer lines. 

Councilman Jahn explained this is a customary precaution and the 
charge is a usual charge. 

Messrs. Bishop and Russell agreed with Councilman Jahn. 
A Mrs. Russell who owns lot 39 on 237th Street said there are 

three laterals there, and the people on Lot 38 have found their laterals 
were not deep enough. She asked about the laterals on her land. 

The City Engineer said her Lot would be served by the sewer; we 
will lower the connection on two of three laterals and the third is 
no problem. 

Councilman Orale asked City Engineer Bishop if the stree~had 
been put back into shape, and the City Engineer said they had. 

A man in the audience said he has a lateral which is not located 
as it should be, and asked if he had to pay for it. 

The City Engineer said he had ruled that in thi s case we could 
do nothing about it because we had done the best we could to line up 
with the bathroom vents. 

The man said there had been a stake there, but the children at 
the house could have shown the men where the lateral should go. 

Mrs. Russell asked about Lot 9; she had misunderstood about 
the laterals, and had thought they had to be 55' apart. On this Ipt 
two. are 241 apart and the third is over a Standard Oil line; she 
did not think they could use the latter. 

The City Engineer said they could apply to Standard Oil for an 
easement. 

Councilman Orale said in some areas~ he knows that a single 
lateral will serve more than one residence. He asked why each of 
these had to have an individual lateral. 

The City Engineer said when a lateral serves more than one 
building and needs to be cleaned or needs maintenance, the City does 
it. Individual lines are maintained by the users. He explained 
the laterals serve more than one house only under extreme conditions . 

. Mrs. Russell asked if they must pay for the lateral they will 
have to get an easement to use, and the City Engineer said yes, as 
it is assumed they have a right to cross the Standard Oil easement 
there. 

Mrs. Russell asked about Lot 10, and the City Engineer said he 
did not have his map with him, but if it is necessary we will take 
care of it by the auxiliary lateral. 

Mrs. Russell asked about Lots 8 and 23; she said Lot 23 was 
divided and part of it sold in 1949. There are two laterals on her 
part of it, and she wondered if she could divide that land. 

Mayor Isen directed her to see the City Engineer and if necessary 
to discuss this with the Planning Commission. 

Motion carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL
MEN: Beasley, Benstead, Blount, Bradford, Jahn, Isen. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSTAIN: COUNCILMEN: Orale. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
None. 

Councilman Orale said he was not opposed to the motion, but was 
not completely satisfied by this. 

Mayor Issn said he felt this was a bad situation and he did not 
like having this $5,000 spread on the tax rolls when it should have 
been paid by the District. 

At 8:45 P. M., Mayor Isen declared a recess, with the Council re
convening at 8:55 P. M. 
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Mayor Isen said there were a number of people present interested 
in a Case transmitted here by the Planning Commission, and with the 
permission of the Council and as a courtesy to those people, took 
the following matter under consideration at this time: 

CASE NO. 513: Variance 
A Transmittal Form from the Planning Commission recommending 
approval of the request of Albert Levitt for a Variance to 
construct an office building at 6210 Pacific Coast Highway, 
in Land Use Zone R-3. Attached to the .Transmittal were 
a location sketch and an excerpt from the July 23, 1958, 
Planning Commission Minutes. 

Mayor Isen said the Council would be glad to hear from anyone 
interested in this who wished to be heard. 

Mrs. Mildred Stevens, 115 Camino de las Colinas, said she and 
her neighbors protested this Variance. She presented a petition 
opposing the Variance which she said had about 50 signatures on it. 
The residents want this to be used as it is zoned. 

Deputy City Clerk Whitacre read a letter from John Heybrock, 
391 Paseo de Gracia, who owns the 4-unit apartment building at the 
corner of Paseo de Gracia and Highway 101. The letter stated he had 
no trouble keeping the apartments rented, and that his tenants had 
not complained about the highway noises nor did they bother him. 

Wm. A.Mason, 204 Via la Circula, protested against this Variance, · 
and gave a quick history of the area and the zoning which exists there. 
He pointed out that if this is granted it will set a precedent which 
others who own lots in that area will want to follow. He spoke of 
the narrow streets and the parking problems which he believed would 
exist if the Variance is granted. He spoke of the Huntington Land 
Company property across the street from this, and of the provisions 
made for commercial parking and the planning of the total area. 

Leon Chelowski, whose property adjoins this on two sides, protest
ed against the Variance being granted. He spoke of the traffic 
problems which would exist if it were granted. 

Joe Dernovich, 356 Paseo de Gracia, who owns Lots 1, 2, 46 and 
47 between Las Colinas and Palos Verdes Blvd., spoke in support of 
the petition. Mr. Dernovich said this building would be quieter than 
an apartment building and there would not be the parking and traffic 
problems which would exist with a large apartment development. He 
believed it would be an addition to the area. 

Arnold L. Olson, who lives in the Greenwood Apartments and owns 
the property at 112 Pase de Gracia, opposed the Variance. 

Mr. Sessna, 114 Paseo de Gracia, opposed the Variance. 
W. A. Garrabrandt, 305 Camino de las Co l inas, opposed the Variance. 

He said moit of the people have bought their homes there after becoming 
aware of the zoning and planning of the area. He told of the many 
fine homes in the area. He filed a petition opposing this with the 
Deputy City Clerk, saying it bore about 44 signatures, and that many 
people would be glad to sign this if they had an opportunity. 

Councilman Beasley said be had noted that a person who signed 
the petition presented by Mrs. Stevens was a person who had told him 
today that he would not object to this commercial use. He suggested 
that some may have signed the petition to avoid any difference with 
their neighbors. 

Mrs. Rosenberg, who did not give her address, said that had 
been her husband; she stated she is definitely opposed to this 
VarLmce. 

Councilman Drale asked if the Smorgasburger Restaurant would 
violate this zoning, and Mr. Garrabrandt said it would not. 

Mr. Laurence Wing, 516 Via Monte de Oro, protested against the 
Variance. He pointed out that, contrary to the petition, there is 
no hardship here, and that this property is surrounded by R-l property. 
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Mr. Wing quoted ads from a local newspaper which gave prices for lots 
in the Hollywood Riviera area, and pointed out this is not commercial 
property. 

He stated there was not sufficient parking being provided, and 
quoted the number of parking spaces provided at medical centers in 
that area. 

Mr. Wing did not give credence to the theory that an apartment 
house in this vicinity would cause parking problems; he named 
solutions to that problem. He pointed out that there was no alley to 
separate this development from the R-l uses adjoining it. 

2'n 

Mr. Wing named other areas in our City where commercial and 
residential use face each other, naming 190th Street west of Hawthorne, 
Redondo Beach Boulevard, Torrance Boulevard west of Hawthorne, and 
174th Street. 

Joe Weiss, 321 Camino de las Colinas, said he owns a lot next 
. to this property. In his opinion, it would not hurt the community 
if this Variance were granted, but if the neighbors do not want it 
Mr. Weiss did not wish to oppose them. He plans to build an apartment 
house on his property, but would change if this Variance were granted 
and put up a commercial building. 

Mr. Albert Levitt, the petitioner, 304 Avenue D, Apt. 9, Redondo 
Beach, stated he had no connection with anyone else in making this 
petition for a Variance. 

Mr. Levitt explained the restrictions the Planning Commission had 
made in recommending this for approval, saying he would have not 
over 8 units here, two stories high, and covering only 5,000 sq. ft. 
of this 20,000 sq. ft. of land. Mr. Levitt spoke of the many draw
backs he thought a large apartment building would cause here, and of 
the advantages of this type of development from the point of view of 
his neighbors. He presented an architect1s rendering of the proposed 
building, saying it had been made a part of the conditions of the 
Planning Commission. He stated he was providing ample parking, and 
illustrated this on the plot plan of the land. Mr. Levitt presented 
a statement signed by most of the people who live within 300 1 of this, 
saying most of them had approved his plans. He questioned whethe~ 
those who opposed the plan lived that close to it. He did not believe 
this building would pose the problems of invasion of privacy, noise, 
etc., that an apartment building would. He said it is just one block 
from his property to the parkway facing the Smorgasburger Restaurant. 
He said there is now in the Hollywood Riviera a medical building 
on property once zoned R-3 as this is, and he felt the circumstances 
were similar. 

Mr. Wing said the Smorgasburger Restaurant is in a commercial 
zone. 

Mr. Levitt felt this plan of his, and the stipulations of the 
Planning Commission, would set a most desirable precedent in the 
area if this should become a precedent. He believed the residents 
of the area will regret that so many apartment buildings are going 
up there within a few years. 

Mr. Levitt said the President of the Hollywood-Riviera Community 
Association is also the President of the company which is developing 
the land across the street from this, and had asked for commercial 
zoning along the highway on the grounds that the character of the 
area has changed. He pointed out that this would be better for the 
area than a plan developed over 30 years ago. 

Mr. Levitt and Mr. Wing discussed the parking being furnished in 
the commercial development across the street in comparison with the 
parking Mr. Levitt proposed to furnish. 

Mayor Isen pointed out that this has been an informal hearing, 
as no hearing is required before the Council on a Variance. 

Councilman Orale moved the informal hearing be closed. 
Motion seconded by Councilman BeasllilY,no objections, so ordered. 
Councilman Bradford moved the petition for Variance be denied. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Orale, carried by the following 
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roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Blount, Bradford, Drale, Jahn. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Benstead, Isen. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
None. 

Councilman Drale said he had voted to deny this because he felt 
most of the people in the area are against it . 

. " ' Mayor Isen said he had voted to allow this because he felt it 
would serve as a better buffer than an apartment building, and would 
feel it better if he lived there. He said he did not approve of 
abstaining from voting, so had voted against denial of the petition. 

At 10:00 P. M., Mayor 'Isen declared a recess, with the Council 
re-convening at 10:15 P , M., with Councilman Beasley late to the session. 

HEARINGS: 

1. Mayor Isen announced this was the time and place for the: 
Hearing on Resolution No. 3522, Intention to Vacate Easements. 
Rights-of-Way and other Rights reserved from the Vacation of 
Huber St. (Rome Cable - old City Yard property.) 

Deputy City Clerk Whitacre presented the Affidavit of Publication 
and Affidavit of Posting Notice of Vacation. 

There were no objections, and this was accepted and ordered filed. 
No one replied to Mayor Isen's invitation to be heard on this. 
Councilman Blount moved the Hearing be closed. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimously by roll 

call vote of those present, (Beasley absent). 
Deputy City Clerk Whitacre read title to: 

ORDINANCE NO. 1003 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE ORDERING THE VACATION OF EASEMENTS, RIGHTS
OF-WAY AND OTHER RIGHTS RESERVED AND EXCEPTED FROM 
THE VACATION OF HUBER STREET IN RESOLUTION NO. 2071 
AND ORDINANCE NO. 528 OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE, BEING A PART OF TRACT NO. 5944 IN THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE. 

Councilman Beasley joined the meeting at 10:16 P. M. 
Councilman Jahn moved to approve Ordinance No. 1003 at its first 

reading. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously by 

roll call vote. 
Councilman Drale asked if we are reserving sewer rights, and 

the City Attorney said Rome Cable is to give us the necessary easements. 

2. Mayor Isen announced this was the time and place for: 
Hearing on Resolution No. 3526, Intention to Abate Nuisance, 

declaring parcels Nos. 182 through 246 inclusive, described in said 
Resolution to be a public nuisanCE, and providing for the abatement 
thereof. 

Deputy City Clerk Whitacre presented the Affidavit of Posting. 
Councilman Drale moved this be accepted and filed. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn, no objections, so ordered. 
Mayor Isen asked if anyone present wished to be heard. 
Mrs. Howard Wells, 2454 Torrance Blvd., owner of the property at 

Carson and Flower, said she had not been notified by mail of this, only 
by posting of the property. She had not known the property was posted 
in time to get a comparative figure for the work from other contractors. 
She did not object to cleaning the property, but asked for time to 
get other bids on the work. 

In response to a question, R. K. Rogers, Administrative Assistant 
who is handling this for the City, said the contractor may start on 
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this work in the morning. 
Councilman Benstead asked if we could not withhold this property 

from the Resolution. 
Mr. Rogers said the Resolution covers 64 pieces of property. 
Councilman Jahn asked whether, with the consent of the Council, 

the contractor could not be asked to hold this property as one of 
the last of this group to be done. 

With consent of the Council to this suggestion, Mayor Isen asked 
Mr. Rogers if he would do this, and Mr. Rogers said he would. 

There were no objections, and it was so ordered, in order that 
Mr. and Mrs. Wells may compare costs for this work. 

Mayor Isen said he would expect a report on this for the Council 
two weeks from tonight, telling Mrs. Wells that was all the time which 
could be granted. 

Councilman Jahn moved to close the Hearing, as no one else wished 
to be heard. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Orale, carried unanimously by 
ro 11 call vote. 

Deputy City Clerk Whitacre read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 3539 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING CARBO HAD 
CORPORATION, INC., AND THEIR EMPLOYEES TO ABATE 
THE NUISANCE LOCATED ON PROPERTY IN THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE DESCRIBED IN RESOLUTION NO. 3526. 

Councilman Drale. moved to adopt Resolution No. 3539 . 
. Motion; seconded by' Councilman Benstead, carr.ied unanimously ~y, 

.roll c.an vote. . ' . . 

WRITTEN' COMMUNICATIONS: 

1. A petition received in the oHiceof the City Manager dated 
August 7, 1958, signed by 26 residents. of the area involved, asked 
.that the . Independent Building Materials Co'. ,north of Maricopa and' 
vie'st of Maple Avenue., be, requ€sted to enclose, baffle or otherwise 
muffle their equipment so that it cannot be heard at their resid'en·ces. 
there was . noaddre .Ss .given . on the copy submitted to the Council. 
. . Mr. James K. Howe, 804 Maple Ave., said he had originatedt'he 

petition, and filed with the Deputy City Clerk another petition' of 
like n~ture bearing 22 names. . ' 

, _Mayor Isen asked if someone in City management had pbrsued ~hrs. 
~ Councilman Drale asked Mr. Howe if the noises are heard after 

!?:pO P. M., · and Mr. Howe said he had not heard them at that hour. He 
added that this is a constant noise, high-pitched, lasting about 8 
hours a day, and bothers the people at home in the day time. 

Councilman Drale asked if some Committee could not calIon the 
property owners to discuss this. 

Councilman Jahn thought this ,should go to the Planning Commission. 
Councilman Bradford asked if Mr. Howe had bee.n at the plant in 

question to see what causes the noise. 
Mr. Howe had not, but said he understood some of 'the people at 

home during the day had con~acted the: plant and had beeri told this 
was a shapero . , 

Councilman Bradford said it is not ashaper, it is a matcher. 
He did not. think we. cou~d do anything about it. . " ... .. " . .. 

Mr. Howe said this is different fro~ o~hernoises they hea~ ~t 
their homes; "he had been at home all of last week and had learned 
how nerve-wracking it .could be. He said the people at Teri and 
Torrance Blvd. had ask'ed to have the petition brought to them to sign 
because they can. hear this noise. ' . 
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Director of Public Works Russell asked to have this put off 
for a week;",·be thought he might be able to help with this. 

Mayor Isen asked Mr . Russell to see what he could do about this 
and report back to the Council next week. _ 

Mr. Howe said the other large plant in the area was in a proper 
zone, too, but had taken action to abate the noise so they wru Id not 
be a nuisance. 

There were no objections to the Mayor's instructions to Mr. 
Russell, and it was so ordered. 

Mr. Howe said he would be at the next meeting. 
Mayor Isen told him it would be at 5:30 P. M. next Tuesday. 

2. A letter from the Inter-City Highway Committee, dated August 
5, 1958, signed by VVilburn E. Baker~ Chairman, requested that we 
authorize as many representatives as possible to attend the meeting 
of the State Highway Commission at 11:15 A. M. on August 28. 

Councilman Beasley said every effort is being made to increase 
the size of the delegation attending this meeting from the Sruth Bay 
area; El Segundo and one other City are each sending 5 members to 
the meeting. He commented upon the importance of the San Diego Free
way to the residents and industries of our City. 

Councilman Beasley moved two lay members be sent to Sacramento 
to attend this meeting with appropriate expenses paid, on the same 
basis as the two City Councilmen are going. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Drale, who praised the aptness 
of this suggestion. 

Councilman Blount asked who the two laymen would be, and Council
man Beasley said they would be Messrs. Brewer and Barton. 

Motion carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Beasley, Blcunt, Bradford, Orale, Jahn, Isen. NOES: COUN'CILMEN: 
Benstead. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

3. An August 4, 1958, letter from R. C. Herrick, Airport Commis
sioner, contained his request for a 90-day leave of absence from his 
duties on the Commission. 

Councilman Blount moved the request be granted. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Orale, no objections, so ordered. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM FIRE DEPARTMENT~ 

1. One letter signed by J. J. Benner, Chief Engineer, dated 
August 8, 1958, contained the following recommendation: 

"That the lowest bid of $993.20 on the hydraulic expander 
and hose tester be accepted from the Halprin Supply Co., 1355 So. 
Flower St., Los Angeles California." 

Another letter signed by J. J. Benner, Chief Engineer of the 
Fire Dept., dated August 8, 1958, contained the following recommenda
tion: 

"I am forwarding no recommendation for awarding of bids on 
the I" and 2~" fire hose due to the reasons set forth below: 

1" Fire Hose American Rubber, $520.00. Lowest responsible 
bidder, however, neither company submitted test samples as 
requested under F-2 of the specifications. 
2~" Fire Hose Quaker Pioneer, $825.00. Lowest bidder, but 
without couplings as was requested. 

"American Rubber, 1,240.00. Lowest acceptable bid, however, 
did not meet specifications F-2. 

"We~tern Bi-Lateral, $1,760.00. Highest bidder, but has met 
all requirements of specifications." 
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Councilman Besntead moved to concur with the recommendation in 
the first letter from Chief Engineer Benner. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Beasley, and carried unanimously 
by roll call vota. 

Mayor Isen asked Fire Marshall Lucas, here as a representative 
of the Fire Chief :, if they were readvertising for bids. 

Mr. Lucas said bids were advertised and received, but not in 
the same quantities as they were last spring. 

, Councilman Benstead asked if there was any reason why this 
bid of the lower bidder could not be received and tested and then 
sent back if it dOGS not meet specification. 

Mr. Lucas said we could not on the Quaker product, which is 
bid without couplings , although the specifications clearly called 
for them. 

Mr. Lucas said new bids had been called for when the Dept. was 
so directed by the Council, but some of the same companies had bid. 

Mayor Isen said the Council should have a recommendation from 
the Fire Chief. 

Councilman Jahn said specifications had been sent out, and 
if the bidders had not complied with the specs they had not met the 
bid. 

Councilman Benstead said Los Angeles does their own hose testing ,
and he thought we should do this. 

Councilman Jahn though we should either change our specs or 
see if they are sent out that bidders comply; if they do not comply, 
bidders should be disqualified. If we receive bids which meet the 
specifications he thought we should accept them. 

Mayor Isen thought the Chief should send the Council a recommcnd~
tion. 

Councilman Drale asked if we can test the 1" and 21211 hose, and 
Fire Marshall Lucas said we could. 

Councilman Orale moved the 1" and 2~1I hose be awarded to the 
lowest bidder subject to satisfactory testing. 

Mr. Lucas said we do not have the couplings for them. 
Motion lost for lack of a second. 
Mayor Isen directed that a recommendation be brought before the 

Council from the Fire Dept. on this next week, with a written explana
tion of what must be done. 

There were no objections and it was so ordered. 

C01v1MUNICATIONS FROM THE LICENSE DEPARTMENT: 

1. A July 8, 1958 , letter from the Los Angeles County Heart 
Association: signed by George C. Griffith, M. D., asked permission to 
conduct its annual fund-raising drive during February, 1959. 

A memo from License Inspector Whitacre was attached, stating that 
the request had the approval of Asst. Police Chief Porter. 

Mr. Whitacre recommended the free license be granted, and stated 
all necessary applications are on file in the License Department. 

Councilman Jahn moved to concur with the recommendation of the 
License Inspector. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 

m.MIv1VNICA!IONS FROM THE ENGINEERING DEPT.: 

1. An August 8, 1958, letter from J. R. Patrick, Asst. to the 
City Engineer, concerned the award of contract for crushed rock and 
screenings and base material to Owl Rock Products Co. and Livingston 
Rock & Gravel Co. , Inc.) and submitted the resolution therefor. 

Deputy City Clerk Whitacre read title to: 
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RESOLUTION NO. 3540 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COlMCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR 
AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE THAT CERTAIN CONTRACT 
BY AND BETWEEN THE CITY OF TORRANCE AND OWL 
ROCK PRODUCTS COMPANY, AND THAT CERTAIN CONTRACT 
BY AND BETWEEN THE CITY OF TORRANCE AND LIVINGSTON 
ROCK AND GRAVEL CO., INCo 

Councilman Jahn moved to adopt Resolution No . 3540. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Drale, carried unanimously by 

roll call vote. 

2. An August 7, 1958, letter from J. R. Patrick, Asst. to the 
City Engineer, submitted a resolution on Torrance Municipal Lighting 
District No.1. 

Deputy City Clerk Whitacre read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 3541 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE DETERMINING THAT THERE IS ONLY ONE CONTRACT
OR PRACTICALLY CAPABLE OF SERVING THE STREET LIGHTING 
DISTRICT NO.1, IN ACCORD WITH DIAGRAM AND PLAN 
L-1-58, AND ORDERING THE IMPROVEMENT TO BE CARRIED 
OUT BY SUCH CONTRACTOR. 

Councilman Jahn moved f or adoption of Resolution No. 3541. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously 

by roll call vote. 

3. Tentative Tract No. 21517: 
a. A transmittal form recommending approval of Tentative Tract 

No. 21517, located between Arlington Ave. and Walnut St., 
containing 81 lots, presented by John E. Kettler. 

b. Letter from Geo. C. Powell, Planning Director, 
c. Excerpt from Minutes of Planning Commission Meeting of 

July 23, 1958, 
d. Copy of letter from L. A. County Flood Control District, 
e. Copy of letter from J. R. Patrick, Asst. to City Engr., 

dated June 18, 1958; 
f. Letter from A. E. McVicar, dated August 8, 1958; 
g. Sketch of tract. 

Councilman Blount asked City Engineer Bishop about Item 14, 
drainage, and asked if we are making street improvements a part of 
the tract. 

The City Engineer said we are. 
Mayor Isen directed that the word 'should' be struck from that 

section, and the word 'must' be SUbstituted for it. 
Councilman Drale moved t o concur with the recommendation for 

approval with the correction ordered by Mayor Isen. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Blount. 
Councilman Jahn questioned the statement abo~ 50' lots set aside 

for oil wells, and asked if they would be developed as residential 
lots later, when the wells are abandoned. 

President Lynn said in the case of one lot, which is a 'sliver' 
lot fronting on Eshelman, the subdivider has agreed to cross-deed it 
to the owner of the adjoining property when the well is abandoned. 

Councilman Jahn said this was not worded that way. He would 
prefer to see a covenant to be recorded with the deed to ensure that 
it will be that way. 

President Lynn of the Planning Commission said that would be a 
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condition of approval of the Final Tract Map. 
Councilman Jahn asked to amend the motion to make acceptance of 

the Final Tract Map contingent upon the condition that there be a 
covenant recorded to this effect. 

Councilman Drale accepted the amendment to his motion, and 
the amendment was accepted in the second to. the motion. 

Councilman Benstead asked why Lot 68 is not approved as a build
ing site. 

Councilman Beasley explained this. 
President Lynn gave an explanation to the Council of the planning 

done to be sure that the"oil well lots' would be of about 6,000 sq. 
ft. in size, except Lot 68, which will have the covenant specified 
by Councilman Jahn that it will never be built on. On the other 'oil 
well lotsl, when the wells are removed and abandoned, he believed 
there will be building. 

Mayor Isen asked how many would never be built on, and President 
Lynn said only 1) Lot 68; this is about 30' x 100' in size, and is 
a triangular corner lot, with access from the street. 

Mr. Dan Francis of Arrow Engineering, representing the builder, 
discussed the lot sizes briefly with the Council. 

President Lynn of the Planning Commission said Exhibit A shows 
both Lots 68 and 69 as being cross-deeded, and should be corrected. 

Motion as amended carried by the following roll call vote: 
AYES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Blount, Brndford, Brale, Jahn, Isen. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC \NORKS: 

1. An August 6, 1958, letter from John V. Russell, Director of 
Public Works, gave the results of informal bids taken for the improve
ment of the easterly side of Cabrillo Avenue northerly of Plaza del 
Amo, and recommended that the job be awarded to McAmis and Baker, 
who submitted the lowest bid, $1,714.60. Mr. Russell recommended 
that the cost be divided as follows: . 

Masonic Temple 
Church of God 
City of Torrance 

$743.60 
$352.00 
$619.00 

Councilman Jahn moved to concur with the recommendation of the 
Director of Public Works. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 

2. An August 6, 1958, letter from Director of Public Works 
John V. Russell submitted three proposals for the purpose of determin
ing the source of seepage and its effect on the fill area of Grand 
Summit Road and Portobel10 Drive. 

The proposals were from Converse Foundation Engineering Co., 
Twining Laboratories of Southern California, .and Pacific Soils 
Engineering, Inc. 

In response to a question, Mr. Russell said he had no recommenda
tion~ He had thought it might be better to wait for the return of the 
City Manager from his vacation. 

Mayor Isen thought we should proceed with the work to be done. 
Councilman Bradford said he would prefer not to consider Converse. 

He noted that Pacific Soils Engineering did not give an estimated 
total cost. 

Councilman Jahn noted that Twining Laboratories would give us 
more borings, and quoted their price whether or not dye must be used. 

Councilman Jahn moved the offer submitted under date of August 
5,1958, by Twining Laboratories of Southern California be accepted. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Drale, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 
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PLANNING Mil TT ERS : 

1. An August 7, 1958, letter from the Planning Commission, signed 
by George C. Powell, Director, requested that the Third and Final 
Hearing on Case No. 488 be set for 8:00 P. M. September 9, 1958. 

There were no objections, and Mayor Isen so ordered. 

2. The second matter submitted by Planning was Case No. 513, 
which was attended to earlier in the meeting. 

REPORTS: 

The office of the City Clerk advised that a complaint and summons 
was received in that cffice on August 6, 1958, in the action of Ruby 
Elizabeth Terry on behalf of Gerald Dean Terry, deceased, against the 
cities of Redondo Beach and Torrance, et al., attorneys f or the 
plaintiff in said action being Austin, Austin, Jones & Chaffee. 
This claim was denied by the City Council on June 17, 1958. 

RESOLUTIONS: 

1. Deputy City Clerk Whitacre read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 3542 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE APPOINTING JOHN CRAIN AS TORRANCE 
AMBASSADOR TO BAJA, CALIFORNIA IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE "HANDS ACROSS THE BORDER" PROGRAM. 

Mr. Crain was present in appropriate garb, and came forward to 
tell the Council that the program in which he is participating will 
have both radio and newsreel coverage. 

Councilman Benstead moved for adoption of Resolution No. 3542. 
Motion seconded'by Councilman Drale. 
Councilman Blount noted that Mr. Crain prefers that his name 

be written "John G. L. Crain", and suggested that the Resolution 
should be corrected to show this. 

Mr. Crain thanked Councilman Blount for this suggestion. 
There were no objections, and the Resolution was ordered to be 

corrected accordingly. 
Motion carried unanimously by r oll call vote. 

2. Deputy City Clerk Whitacre read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 3543 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE DECLARING THAT WEEDS GROWING UPON 
AND IN FRONT OF, AND RUBBISH, REFUSE AND DIRT 
UPON AND IN FRONT OF CERTAIN PRIVATE PROPERTY 
IN THE CITY ARE A PUBLIC NUISANCE, AND DECLAR
ING ITS INTENTION TO PROVIDE FOR THE ABATEMENT 
THEREOF. 

Councilman Jahn moved f or adoption of Resolution No. 3543. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Beasley, carried unanimously by 

roll call vot e. 

Councilman Beasley said that east of Hawthorne Blvd. and south 
of Lomita Blvd. there is a large area where similar action is needed 
but he has not seen notices posted there. 

Mr. Rogers reported that our program will include that area. 
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ORDINANCES: 

1. A cover letter signed by M. P. Moss, Deputy City Clerk, 
submitted for its second reading Ordinance No. 1001, approved unani
mously at its first reading on August 5, 1958, with all Councilmen 
present. 

Deputy City Clerk Whitacre read title to: 

ORDINANCE NO. 1001 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE ADDING A SECTION TO CHAPTER 18 OF "THE 
CODE OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE, 1954" TO PROHIBIT 
MUSIC IN PUBLIC PLACES AND PLACES OF PRIVATE 
ASSEMBLY FROM 2:00 A. M. TO 6:00 A. M. 

Councilman Blount moved for adoption of Ordinance No. 1001 at 
its second and final reading. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimously by roll 
call vote. 

Mayor Isen asked the City Attorney if the City of Redondo Beach 
had adopted a similar ordinance, but the City Attorney did not have 
the information. 

2. A c~ver letter dated August 7, 1958, from the City Attorney, 
submitted for Council approval certain amendments to the Airport 
Ordinance. These had been requested by Jack Egan, Airport Manager. 
The proposed amendments had been approved by the C. A. A. 

Deputy City Clerk Whitacre read title to: 

ORDINANCE NO. 1004 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE REPEALING SECTION 3.2 AND 3.4 OF 
CHAPTER 3 OF "THE CODE OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE, 
1954" ENTITLE lIAIRPORJI' SAID SECTIONS RELATING 
TO IiGENERAL REGULATIONS" AND "TAKE-OFFS AND 
LANDINGS" AND SUBSTITUTING NEW PROVISIONS RELAT
ING TO THE SAME MATTERS. 

Councilman Jahn moved to approve Ordinance No. 1004 at its 
first reading. 

Motion 7 seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously 
at its first reading. 

3. Deputy City Clerk Whitacre read title to: 

ORDINANCE NO. 1005 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 994 WHICH ESTAB
LISHED CERTAIN TRAFFIC CONTROL MEASURES PURSUANT TO 
ARTICLE IV, SECTION 17.35 OF "THE CODE OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE, 1954", TO PROVIDE FOR WITHDRAWAL OF 
APPROVAL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS, DIVISION 
OF HIGHVJAYS. 

Councilman Jahn moved for adoption of Urgency Ordinance No. 1005 
at its first and final reading. 

Motion, seconded by CQuncilman Beasley, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 

4. An August 1, 1958, letter from the City Attorney submitted 
an Ordinance providing that all land being subdivided for single-
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family residences shall be rezoned R-l. This was submitted so the 
date of the third and final hearing could be set. 

There were no objections, and Mayor Isen set September 2, 1958, 
at 5:30 P. M. as the date and time of the third and final hearing on 
this Ordinance. 

PROCLAMATIONS: 

With the concurrence of the Council, Mayor Isen proclaimed the 
week of August 24th through August 30, 1958 as "TORRANCE REGISTRATION 
WEEK" and called upon all ellgible voters of Torrance to register 
to vote in the election to be held in November, 1958. 

PRAL OOMMUNICATI~~ 

The City Attorney told the Council that Mr. McVicar of the Water 
Dept. was present to discuss the matter of the water tank which was 
deferred from the last Council meeting. This had been held over at 
the request of Councilman Bradford, for an explanation of the speci
fications. 

Mr. McVicar told the Council he had talked to Councilman Bradford 
today and explained the specifications and their preparation. 

Councilman Blount said he now had the specifications for the 
first time. and had not had them last week. 

The City Attorney said that must have been an error in making 
up the Agendae of the Council , as they had been in the material he 
hnd at that time. 

Deputy City Clerk Whitacre read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 3536 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR 
AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE AND ATTEST THAT CERTAIN 
AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN THE CITY OF TORRANCE AND 
PITTSBURGH-DES MOINES STEEL COMPANY FOR THE 
CONSTRUCTION AND ERECTION OF A ONE MILLION 
GALLON WELDED STEEL WATER TANK. 

Councilman Jahn moved for adoption of Resolution No. 3536. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Drale, carried unanimously by 

roll call vote. 

Mayor Isen commented that ·Mr. Malcolm B. Neal, a member of the 
Airport Commission, was present; and asked if he wished to be heard. 

Commissioner Neal came forward, and said the Commission believes 
that the sum of about $16,000 for lighting at the Airport} which the 
Council approved last week~ was too large. He explained that they 
do not feel there is enough night flying at our Airport to warrant 
an expenditure of this money. The Commission is of the opinion that 
the money could be better spent for other improvements. 

Councilman Beasley asked if the Commission had discussed this 
at a regular meeting l and Commissioner Neal said they had not; but 
would like to have it referred to them for study and recommendation. 

Councilman Drale moved to rescind the action of the last meeting 
in this matter. 

Councilman Orale understood there was a time limit on our accept
ance of Government funds for this l~ghting, and pointed this out to . 
Commissioner Neal. 

Commissioner Neal said the Commission was aware of that. 
Councilman Blount said Airport Manager Egan had recommended this 

expendi ture. 
Airport Manager Egan, in response to a question, said his think

ing on this had not changed. He said the C. A. A. office had gone to 
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a great deal of trouble to secure this offer of Federal aid for our 
lighting. He recommended We proceed with this program. 

Councilman Jann said his feeling had not changed in the matter 
either. He still felt the temporary lighting program, which would 
serve for 5 or 6 years, would be ample for our needs. He had voted 
to approve the other plan upon the recommendation of Mr. Egan. 

Commissioner Neal said we have no real taxiways at this time 
to light. We need them. We need many things at the Airport. By 
the time we have our Master Plan implemented, the light s we inst all 
now may be obsolete. 

Councilman Bradford said Mr. Egan had mentioned a cheaper type 
of lighting 1 and he could not see why it would be necessary to spend 
this money if a cheaper system would do. 

Councilman Jahn agreed. 
CouncilmQn Orale's motion was lost for lack of a second. 
Councilman Jahn moved to rescind the action taken 1st week in 

regard to participatjon with the Government in runway lighting at 
Torrance Airport. 

Councilman Bradford asked if any contact had been made with the 
C. A. A. about this, and Mr. Egan said it had, and we are now in the 
process of inviting bids and will have to spend several hundred dollars 
regardless of the action taken here tonight. 

Mayor Isen seconded Councilman Jahn's motion. 
Counci lm~n Reasley felt the Airport Manager's recommendation should 

be followed. 
Mayor Isen felt it is a question of whether saving the money is 

worth embarrassment. 
Councilman Jahn pointed out that the Council does not always 

agree with Department Heads. He did not believe we should spend this 
$16,000.00. 

Councilman Beasley said he would prefer to see this referred to 
the Commission. 

Motion carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL
MEN: Benstead, Blount, Bradford, Jahn, Isen . . NOES: COUNCILMEN: 
Beasley, Orale. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Mayor Isen told Mr. Egan the Council hoped he woUld feel this 
was nota reflection on him, and that he could settle this with the 
C.A.A. . 

Mr. Egan said that would be his first concern. 
Councilman Bradford agreed. 

Assistant Chief of Police Porter 101d the Council that Chief 
Bennett would be back this ' week. Mr. Porter thanked the Council 
for sending him to the FBI school, and said he would leave 
Friday to attend and would be back about Thanksgiving. 

Councilman Orale told the Council the Committee to establish a 
4-year college here has asked him to approach the proper people 
in Sacramento to try to get this started. He asked if the Council 
would give him authority, either officially or unofficiallYi to 
proceed with this. He thought a letter from the Mayor would be 
enough. . 

Councilman Jahn asked where it would be presented, and Councilman 
Orale said to the State Superintendent of Schools. 

The Mayor directed the Assistant City Manager to prepare such 
a letter as there were no objections from the Council. 

Councilman Orale asked the progress of the traffic correction 
me~sures at the intersection of Newton and Highway 101, and the 
City Attorney said we will probably take possession in about a week 
of the land we have had to condemn there. 

Councilman Blount asked why this had taken so ' long, and the City 
Attorney outlined the many delays which have taken place. 

-16- August 12, 1958 
Council Minutes 



;c:;.~, , 

Mayor Isen told the Council that the City of Redondo Beach had 
invited our Council to hold a joint meeting to consider the improve
ment of DeJAmo through the City of Torrance to Hawthorne Blvd. from 
the Redondo Beach City line; he suggested an appointment be made 
with their Council for next Tuesday evening at about 7:00 P. M. 

Councilm~n Jahn felt the Council's regular meeting might not 
be concluded in time. 

Councilman Beasley suggested the appointment be made for 7:30 
P. M. instead of 7:00. 

Councilman Drale so moved, and motion was seconded by Council
man Blount. There were no objections and it was so ordered .. 

Mayor Isen thought the City Manager, the City Engineer, and the 
Director of Public Works should also attend the meeting, although 
the letter did not specifically state that they were included in the 
invitation. 

Concerning our Resolution asking the Board of Supervisors to 
put certain corrective legislation on the ballot this Fall, Mayor 
Isen reported the League of California Cities had unanimously passed 
our Resolution last Thursday. The Resolution was not so kindly 
received by the Board of Supervisors today. 

Supervisor Ford had moved to increase the Board to seven members, 
and that had lost; the Supervisors had voted unanimously not to 
have a County Manager; one matter, something having to do with the 
County employees and their vacations, will go on the ballot. 

Councilman Jahn pointed out that this shows how much representa
tion we have on that Board. 

Mayor Isen had a suggestion which, with the concurrence of the 
Council, he thought should go to the Park & Recreation Commission. 
He recalled for the Council that the Hollywood-Riviera Beach Club 
had been a problem to both the City of Torrance and the City of 
Redondo Beach for many years. He had discussed this with Mayor 
Center of Redondo Beach, who had received his suggestion with enthus
iasm. As the building is located partly in both Cities, and since 
we foresee a population increase in our area very quickly, it behooves 
us to cooperate with each other as we have been doing. We have shared 
our policing and drainage problems there, and that has worked out well. 

Mayor Isen suggested that the Park & Recreation Commission work 
with the corresponding Commission in Redondo Beach on a study as to 
the practical aspects of the two cities jointly purchasing the club 
house to be used as a youth center for both cities, with the operating 
agreements to be worked out. He pointed out that there is a gymnasium 
in the building and a swimming pool, the beach is there, there are 
suitable rooms for snack bars and there is space for art and craft 
centers. He thought this might be possible if it were a joint community 
effort. 

Mayor Isen said he was not asking approval of the plan at this 
time, but thought it might go to the Park & Recreation Commission. 
He pointed out that with our curfew laws, the clubhouse would be 
closed at 10:00 P. M. under this plan, which would meet with the 
approval of property owners in that area. 

Councilman Beasley thought the idea excellent, and asked if 
this was made in the form of a motion sending this suggestion to the 
Park & Recreation Commission. 

Mayor Isen said that was what he would like. 
There were no objections from the Council, and it was so ordered. 

President Bert Lynn of the Planning Commission said there were 
two gentlemen here tonight who had been faced with a problem caused 
by the fact that Ordinance 986, concerning M-l zoning, had been so 
worded that a C use was forbidden in an M-l zone. This had not been 
the intention of the Planning Commission, and he did not believe it 
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had been the intention of the Council. 
The City Attorney said the Ordinance had been written that way 

and designed that way, so nothing but industri al uses could be in an 
M-l zone. 

President Lynn suggested an Urgency Ordinance amending the 
present Ordinance to allow for commercial uses in an M-l zone be 
adopted. 

Councilman Drale moved to concur with the recommendation of the 
President of the Planning Commission. 

Motion seconded by Mayor I sen. 
The City Attorney suggested that these uses be considered under 

applications for Variances; he said when the proper Ordinance making 
the amen~nent to the present Ordinance has been adopted, the owners 
of the property could come in f or a Change of Zone. 

Councilman Jahn asked if this means in an M-l zone, we will 
have C-3 use in M-IR, and was told we would. 

There were no objections and it was so ordered. 

John G. L. Crain, Pre sident of the North Torrance Civic Improve
ment Association, said on October 11, 1958, at the Western Club, they 
will have their annual dinner dance. He pointed out that they are 
now beginning their 10th year as an active civic group. He hoped 
that membersof the Council would attend the dinner dance. 

Mr. Crain asked if the Council would proclaim the anniversary of 
the group. 

There were no objections, and Mayor Isen said he would be glad 
to proclaim North Torrance Week from the 5th to the 11th of October. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn, all in favor, so ordered. 

John G. L. Crain announced that his year as President of the 
North Torrance Civic Improvement Association was nearly over, and 
he wished to thank the Council for their cooperation during the 
time he had been President, and to tell them that his group stood 
ready at any time to participate in civic activities. 

Councilman Blount moved all bills properly audited be paid. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Bradford, and carried unanimously 

by roll call vote. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:35 P. M. 

APPROVED: 

~~ 
Mayor of the C1ty of Torrance 

-· 18-

A. H. Bartlett, C1ty Clerk of the C1ty 
of Torrance, Ca11forn1a 

~f4~ C~· --. BY~ ~ ~ .. DePUyltyer 
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